Preface: In order that these sacred offices not be committed to weak or
unworthy men, and that the congregations shall have an opportunity to
form a better judgment respecting the gifts of those by whom they are
to be governed and served, no one shall normally be eligible for
election to office until he has been a communicant member in good
standing for at least one year, shall have received appropriate training
under the direction of or with the approval of the session, and shall
have served the church in functions requiring responsible leadership.
[Form of Government, XXV.3]

Ruling Elder Nomination
1. Christ who has instituted government in his church has furnished
some men, beside the ministers of the Word, with gifts for government,
and with commission to execute the same when called thereto. Such
officers, chosen by the people from among their number, are to join
with the ministers in the government of the church, and are properly
called ruling elders.
2. Those who fill this office should be sound in the faith and of
exemplary Christian life, men of wisdom and discretion, worthy of the
esteem of the congregation as spiritual fathers.

Deacon Nomination
1. The Scriptures designate the office of deacon as distinct and
perpetual in the church. Deacons are called to show forth the
compassion of Christ in a manifold ministry of mercy toward the saints
and strangers on behalf of the church. To this end they exercise, in the
fellowship of the church, a recognized stewardship of care and of gifts
for those in need or distress. This service is distinct from that of rule in
the church.
2. Those chosen to this office should be of great faith, exemplary lives,
honest repute, brotherly love, warm sympathies, and sound judgment.
3. In order to facilitate the performance of the duties of their office the
deacons of each particular church shall be constituted a board of
deacons. The board shall choose its own officers from its membership.
4. The board shall oversee the ministry of mercy in the church and shall
collect and disburse funds for the relief of the needy. Other forms of
service for the church may also be committed to the deacons.

3. Ruling elders, individually and jointly with the pastor in the session,
are to lead the church in the service of Christ. They are to watch
diligently over the people committed to their charge to prevent
corruption of doctrine or morals. Evils which they cannot correct by
private admonition they should bring to the notice of the session.

5. In the discharge of their duties the deacons shall be under the
supervision and authority of the session. Accordingly, the board shall
keep a record of its proceedings and of all funds and their distribution,
and shall submit its records to the session once every three months,
and at other times upon request of the session. If it seems to be for the
best interest of the church, the session may require the board of
deacons to reconsider any action, or may, if necessary, overrule it.

They should visit the people, especially the sick, instruct the ignorant,
comfort the mourning, and nourish and guard the children of the
covenant. They should pray with and for the people. They should have
particular concern for the doctrine and conduct of the minister of the
Word and help him in his labors. [Form of Government, X]

6. It is desirable that the session and the board of deacons meet
together at regular intervals to confer on matters of common
responsibility. [Form of Government, XI]
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