GENERAL INFORMATION

Prophet
Date
Scripture
Territory

Joel - “Yah is God”
c. 830 B.C.
2 Kings 11-12
Mount Zion / The Temple

Theme

“The Day of the Lord”
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Kingdom
Leaders
Enemies
Agriculture
Cultic

Divided into “Israel” and “Judah”
Joash & Jehoiada
Assyria (Northeast) becoming a threat
A year-long plague of locusts
Sacrifices ceased due to famine
MESSAGE & THEMES

Warning

The locust plague was a warning from God

Judgment
Invitation
Promise
Prophecy

An even worse day was coming soon
Seek the Lord through wholehearted repentance
Temporal and spiritual healing
Predicts the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:17-21)
KEY VERSES

OUTLINE

I. The Locust Plague
A. The Locusts Described

1:1-4

B. Interpretation & Application

1:5-20

1. Wake up

1:5-7

2. Lament

1:8-10

3. Be Ashamed

1:11-12

4. Repent

1:13-18

5. Call on God

1:19-20

II. The Coming “Day of the Lord”
A. Nearness of the Lord’s army

2:1-2

B. Destructiveness of the Lord’s army

2:3-5

C. Relentlessness of the Lord’s army

2:6-9

D. Invincibility of the Lord’s army

2:10-11

III. Plea for Sincere Repentance
A. The Appeal

2:12-13a

B. The Assurance

2:13b-14

C. The Extent

2:15-17

“The day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it?” (2:11)
“Turn to me with all your heart... rend your heart, and not your
garments...” (2:12-13)

IV. God’s Response & Promise
A. The Land Refreshed

2:18-27

“Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!” (3:14)

B. The Spirit Poured Out

2:28-31

“And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out my Spirit on
all flesh...” (2:28)

C. Salvation Promised

2:32

D. Nations Judged

3:1-15

“Whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” (2:32)

E. Saints Blessed

3:16-21

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

1. All the inhabitants of the land were held responsible for this
calamity. Why is it that we are so quick to shift blame to our
leaders when things go wrong?

getting to know the

minor prophets

2. Do we really believe that God is sovereign to the extent described
in this prophecy? Is it truly his hand that moves the swarms of
locusts and nations?
3. Try to imagine the agricultural and economic impact of this
year-long plague and drought. Do you think God still uses such
means to seize peoples’ attention?
4. Notice the emphasis Joel places on the responsibility of God’s
ministers to lead the people back to him. How does this compare
to the role and function of ministers today?
5. Why would Joel have to tell the people to rend their hearts rather
than their garments? How does this inform our understanding of
the relation between inward and outward piety?
6. Meditate upon the interpretive difficulties pertaining to the
locusts. How can the reader know when they refer to actual
insects and when they poetically represent armies?
7. Why does Joel speak with such uncertainty about whether God’s
grace and mercy would be received by the people (2:14)? What is
the difference between assurance and presumption?
8. Peter regarded the Day of Pentecost as the fulfillment of Joel
2:28-32. How might this impact the popular futuristic, apocalyptic
and charismatic interpretations of Acts 2:17-21?
9. Did you see Christ in this prophesy? If not, read it again looking
for his claims of ownership, promises of redemption, and
shadows regarding the priesthood/sacrificial system.
10. How has this prophecy impacted you and how will effect your
life? Prayerfully explore this thought as it relates to your
doctrine, worship, prayer, evangelism, and political involvement.
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