
PREFACE      

This overview of the minor prophets was prepared by Pastor 
Christian McShaffrey for the Family Instruction Hour of Grace 
Reformed Church (Reedsburg, WI) during the summer months of 
2010.  The format of  instruction was as follows: 

1.  The teacher prepared for each class by reading the prophecy  
 several times, consulting the standard commentaries, and 
 praying for applicatory insights. 

2.  On the Lord’s Day, the teacher presented a thirty minute 
 overview of the book with this goal: To explain the prophecy 
 in a way that made sense to even the youngest children present.

3.  Each overview included general information, historical 
 background, the main message, prominent themes, prophetic 
 content or style, and key verses.

4.  The students would then read the book that week; using the 
 provided outline and devotional guide.

5.  The following week, the class was encouraged to share what 
 they had learned in their personal reading or ask questions of 
 clarification concerning what they had read.

While this approach did not allow for intense or in-depth study, it did 
remove much of the intimidation which causes so many Christians to 
avoid these highly-poetic and apocalyptic prophecies.

It is the hope of the author that this study guide will accomplish the 
same in your congregation.

Christian McShaffrey
September 22, 2010

CHRONOLOGY     

The author has chosen to introduce these prophecies according to 
when they most likely occurred in history rather than according to 
where they appear in the canon of  scripture.

While the precise dates of  some of  these prophecies are subject to 
debate, the author has settled upon the following general chronology:

9-8th Century B.C.

The divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah were provoking the Lord 
to anger and jealousy. God therefore began to warn his people of the 
consequences through the prophets Joel and Jonah.   

8th Century B.C.

Having warned his people sufficiently, the Lord began to announce 
his intention to raise up the Assyrians to chastise Israel through the 
prophets Amos, Hosea, and Micah.    

7th Century B.C.

Now that Israel had been humbled, God began to warn Judah that 
the same would happen to them if they too did not repent through 
the prophets Nahum, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk.

6th Century B.C.

Having disregarded the warnings, Judah is attacked by the 
Babylonians, her capitol is razed, and the survivors are carried off 
into Babylonian Captivity (as described by Obadiah).

6-5th Century B.C.

God allowed a remnant of his people to return from captivity and 
encouraged them to rebuild his house in faith and hope through the 
prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
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