GENERAL INFORMATION

Prophet
Date
Scripture
Territory

Habakkuk - “Embrace” or “Wrestle”
c. 612-598 BC
2 Kings 23:33-24:9 & Jeremiah 22:13-19
Judah

Leader
Theme

Jehoiakim
Finding Hope Through Faith

OUTLINE

I.

The First Complaint
A. Superscription
1:1
B. O Lord, why don’t you hear me?
1:2
C. O Lord, why don’t you do something? 1:3-4

II.

The Lord’s Reply
A. I have an intention to discipline.
B. I have an instrument of discipline.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Assyria
Babylon
Judah

Nineveh now Fallen
Being Roused by the Lord
On the Brink of Destruction & Captivity

III. The Second Complaint
A. What about their iniquity?
B. What about their injustice?
C. What about their idolatry?

1:5
1:6-11

1:12-13
1:14-15
1:16-17

MESSAGE & THEMES

Prayer

An Honest Conversation with God

Perplexity
Hope

What is God Doing and Why?
The Just Shall Live by Faith (2:4)

KEY VERSES
“O LORD, how long shall I cry, and you will not hear? Even cry out to you,
“Violence!” and you will not save.” (1:2)
“Look among the nations and watch - Be utterly astounded! For I will work
a work in your days which you would not believe, though it were told you.
For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans...” (1:5-6)
“You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on iniquity.” (1:13)
“Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by
his faith.” (2:4)
“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea.” (2:14)
“The LORD is in his holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before him.” (2:20)

IV.

V.

The Lord’s Reply
A. The Prophet Prepared
B. The Prophet Commissioned
C. The Prophecy Summarized

2:1
2:2-3
2:4

Prophetic Taunt
A. Woe for Rapacity
B. Woe for Avarice
C. Woe for Violence
D. Woe for Perversion

2:5-8
2:9-11
2:12-14
2:15-17

E. Woe for Idolatry

2:18-20

VI. Prophetic Psalm of Prayer & Praise
A. Requesting God’s Mercy
B. Remembering God’s Majesty
C. Rejoicing in God’s Salvation

3:1-2
3:3-16
3:17-19

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

1. “His name speaks as one who took his nation to his heart,
comforted and held it up, as one embraces and presses to his
bosom a poor weeping child, calming and consoling it with good
hope.”
(Martin Luther)

getting to know the

minor prophets

2. This ‘burden’ sounds more like the private thoughts and
wrestlings of a man in prayer than it does a public prophecy.
What is the connection between burden bearing and preaching?
3. This prophecy addresses the philosophical problem called
Theodicy (i.e., trying to understand how a good God could allow
evil and suffering to exist). What is Habakkuk’s answer?
4. Habakkuk’s confusion about unanswered prayer (1:2) was cleared
up by receiving prophetic revelation. Since we no longer have
this gift, what is our comfort in unanswered prayer?
5. Habakkuk honestly voiced his complaints to God and even
questioned his ways. In all this, however, he maintained all due
reverence. May we pray this way?
6. Acknowledge the fact that our holy God used an un-holy people
to discipline his elect (1:6). Has he ever done this since? Might
he be doing it now? How so?
7. God did not passively allow the Chaldeans to arise and afflict his
people; he actively roused them. How can this be the case and how
can we explain it to those who deny God’s absolute sovereignty?
8. Sometimes the ‘cure’ actually seems worse than the ‘disease’ itself.
Was the total destruction of Jerusalem and Babylonian captivity
really necessary? Why or why not?
9. Meditate upon the ‘Hymn of Hope’ in chapter 3 and incorporate
its elements into your prayer life: (1) requesting God’s mercy, (2)
remembering his past faithfulness, and (3) rejoicing in hope.
10. Compare 2:4 with Romans 1:17 and Galatians 3:11. Was Paul’s
understanding and application of this verse really that obvious? If
so, then why did so many miss it (e.g., Pharisees, Rome, etc.)?

Habakkuk

