
GENERAL INFORMATION

Prophet  Nahum - “Comfort”

Date  c. 660-612 BC

Scripture 2 Kings 21 / 2 Chron. 33

Territory Judah

Leader King Manasseh 

Theme The Fall of  Nineveh (Assyrian Capitol)

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Israel Forever Lost in Assyrian Exile

Judah A Vassal State of  Assyria 

Assyria Medes & Babylonians Threatening

MESSAGE & THEMES

Judgement Nineveh will be Destroyed

Comfort God’s People will be Restored 

Prophecy Historically Fulfilled in Exhaustive Detail

 

KEY VERSES

“The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and he 
knows those who trust in him.” (1:7)

“The LORD has given a command concerning you: Your name shall 
be perpetuated no longer.   Out of the house of your gods I will cut 
off the carved image and the molded image. I will dig your grave, for 
you are vile.” (1:14)

“Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good tidings, 
who proclaims peace!” (1:15)

“Your injury has no healing, your wound is severe. All who hear news 
of you will clap their hands over you, for upon whom has not your 
wickedness passed continually? (3:19)

OUTLINE

I.  Nineveh’s Destruction Declared 

 A.  Superscription 1:1

 B.  God’s Greatness 1:2-6

 C.  God’s Goodness 1:7

 D.  God’s Wrath 1:8-11

 E.  God’s Judgment 1:12-14

  F.  God’s Comfort 1:15

II.  Nineveh’s Destruction Described 

 A.  The Attack 2:1-6

 B.  The Decree 2:7

 C.  The Plunder 2:8-12

 D.  The Reason 2:13    

III.  Nineveh’s Destruction Deserved 

 A.  Description of  Sins 3:1-4

 B.  Shame Described 3:5-7

 C.  Arrogance Addressed 3:8-11

 D.  Prophetic Taunt 3:12-19 



DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

1. Literary Note: Nahum was a poet par excellence. As you read, 
 look for paranomasia, metaphor, simile, synechdoche, brevitas, 
 rhetorical questions, irony, satire, chiasm, parallelism, etc. 

2. Besides theology and poetry, Nahum was also knowledgable in 
 areas of nature, society, and history. Are we parents endeavoring 
 (and yes,  investing) to raise such well-rounded servants of  God?    

3. Nahum comforted God’s people by announcing the downfall of 
 their archenemy and by inviting them to celebrate it  in advance. 
 Would this be appropriate for New Covenant saints? 

4. Compare 1:15 to Isaiah 52:7 and Romans 10:15 and meditate 
 upon the “double-edged” nature of the “good tidings” that are 
 simultaneously retributive and redemptive. 
 
5. The fall of Nineveh may not have occurred until 20-40 years 
 after Nahum’s prophecy. Of what benefit are unfulfilled and 
 future prophecies to the church? 
 
6. A century had passed since Nineveh’s national conversion. Is it  
 possible that the present generation was relying on the piety of 
 their ancestors to keep them in God’s graces? Do we do this?
 
7. There are strong literary indications that suggest 1:2-11 was 
 written to be sung as a hymn in worship. Read it again and 
 consider how it compares to your favorite hymn(s). 
 
8. Compare Nahum 3:8-10 to Luke 13:1-5 and consider how often 
 we comfort and congratulate ourselves by comparing our culture 
 and civilization to those that are so obviously inferior.

9. The “Babylonian Chronicle” describes how flood waters caused 
 a breach in Nineveh’s wall; allowing the enemy entrance. Nahum 
 predicted this in 2:5-10. Does this prove that the Bible is true?  

10. Some point to the invention of automobiles, airplanes, and mass 
 transit as proof that we are living in the last days (c.f., Nahum 
 2:4, Daniel 12:4, and Zechariah 5:9).  Your response?
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