
GENERAL INFORMATION

Prophet  Malachi - “My Messenger”

Date  c. 450-400 BC 

Scripture Between Zechariah and Ezra

Recipients Jerusalem

Theme God’s Love Slighted

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Temple Finished in 516 BC and Fully Operational

Priest Ezra Leads Exiles Home in 458 BC

Governor Nehemiah Leads Exiles Home in 444 BC

Prophecy A Final Word from the Lord

MESSAGE & THEMES

Worship God Deserves our Best 

Society Disintegration of  Marriage 

Stubbornness Everyone Has an Excuse

Prophecy The Coming Messenger (3:1-3)  

 The Day of  the Lord (4:1-3) 

KEY VERSES

“I have loved you,” says the Lord, yet you say, ‘In what way have you 
loved us?’” (1:2)

“A son honors his father, and a servant his master.  If then I am the 
Father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my 
reverence?  Says the LORD of hosts to you priests who despise my 
name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised your name?’” (1:6)

“For I am the LORD, I do not change; therefore you are not 
consumed, O sons of  Jacob.” (3:6)

OUTLINE

I.  Introduction

 A.  Superscription 1:1

 B.  God’s Love Questioned 1:2-5

II. Priests Rebuked

  A. Worship Polluted 1:6-14

  B. Priesthood Corrupted 2:1-9

III. Marital Problems

  A. Intermarriage 2:10-12

  B. Unlawful Divorce 2:13-16

  C.  Denial & Excuses 2:17  

IV. The Messenger

 A. Coming Announced 3:1

 B. Warning Issued 3:2

 C. Hope Offered 3:3-7

V. Robbing God

 A.  People Rebuked 3:8-9

 B. Promise Offered 3:10-12

 C. People Complain 3:13-15

VI. Fear the Lord

 A. Book of  Remembrance 3:16-18

 B.  Day of  the Lord 4:1-3

 C. Elijah is Coming 4:4-6 



DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

1. Notice the new prophetic style of Malachi. Rather than making 
 proclamations and issuing unilateral rebukes, he engages in 
 disputational dialectic. Why did he use this approach? 

2. Israel was no longer convinced that God loved them (even 
 though he declared it in vs. 1 and demonstrated it in vs. 3). Why 
 did Israel nevertheless feel unloved?

3. The apathy and arrogance of the priests led them to offer 
 imperfect and diseased animals in worship. Where do we see such 
 carelessness in worship today and what are the consequences?

4. Another manner in which the priests and people neglected 
 worship was by refusing to tithe. Is the law of the tithe still 
 binding upon new covenant believers? Why or why not?    

5.  The institution of marriage in Malachi’s day was being defiled and 
 quickly disintegrating. What were the specific problems and what 
 do you think was the root cause?   

6. The preaching of Malachi eventually led to pro-marriage civil 
 legislation through governor Nehemiah (Neh. 13:23-30). 
 Compare this dynamic to our modern political context.  

7. After 400 years of intense prophetic activity through the minor 
 prophets, God’s voice would now fall silent for another 400 years.  
 Which minor prophet predicted this and how must it have felt?   

8. Out of all the OT prophets, why do you think Elijah was chosen 
 to be the messenger who would break the prophetic silence and 
 prepare the way for the Lord?   

9. Do we look for fulfillment of the prophecies about the Lord’s 
 coming suddenly into his temple and purifying the sons of Levi 
 (3:1-3) at the first or second advent of  Christ?
 
10.  You now know the minor prophets. Of what value was it to you? 
 How has it informed your theology? How has it deepened your 
 faith? How will it change your life? Or might Malachi 1:12 apply?

malachi

getting to know the
minor prophets


